
Letter from James Watson to Max Delbrück. March 12, 1953. 
Watson writes to provide Delbrück with a detailed overview of his and Francis Crick's unpublished structure 
for DNA. In so doing, Watson stresses the need for Delbrück to avoid sharing this information with Pauling. 
[Courtesy of The James D. Watson Collection, Cold Springs Harbor Laboratory Archives] 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter from James Watson and Francis Crick to Linus Pauling. March 21, 

1953. 
Watson and Crick write to forward a copy of their unpublished letter to Nature which 
describes the DNA structure that they have formulated. They add that their structure is 
scheduled to be published in tandem with work that has been done by colleagues at 
Kings College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter from Linus Pauling to James Watson and Francis Crick. March 27, 

1953. 
Pauling writes to thank Watson and Crick for providing him with a pre-publication copy of 
their Nature letter and to express his excitement at learning which of the two proposed 
DNA structures is correct. Pauling also briefly details a few corrections that he and 
Corey have made to their model. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter from Francis Crick to Linus Pauling. April 14, 1953. 
Crick writes to clarify his understanding of the provenance of the coiled-coils idea as it 

relates to his and Pauling's respective work on the structure of proteins. Crick also notes 
that he and Watson "would be most interested to learn what you feel about our D.N.A. 

structure when you have had time to digest the idea and the experimental data." 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 



 

                  


