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D EAN Junior College had its beginnings as Dean 

Academy at the annual convention of Universalists held 
in Worcester, October 18, 19, and 20 of the year 1864.

At this meeting, the Reverend A. A. Miner, president 
of Tufts College and a prominent Universalist, pro
posed the establishment of a denominational school of 
the highest grade below that of college. In the discus
sion which ensued, a committee was appointed with the 
Reverend A. St. John Chambre, pastor of the Uni
versalist Church in Taunton, as chairman. The Massa
chusetts Legislature granted a charter for the school on 
March 27, 1865.

An enthusiastic advocate of the project was Dr. 
Oliver Dean, a native of South Franklin. He was a 
versatile man, who on retirement from medical practice 
in Boston because of frail health, became superintendent

of the Medway Cotton Mills and subsequently treasurer 
of the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company in New 
Hampshire. Adding generosity to enthusiasm, Dr. Dean 
offered approximately nine acres of land in Franklin 
as the site of the school and $125,000 toward its con
struction. Thus, in appreciation of the doctor’s largess, 
the school was given the name of Dean.

Dr. Dean, in his eighty-third year and aware that 
death was not far off (he died in 1871 at the age of 
eighty-eight), was greatly desirous of seeing the school 
in operation. Hence the Academy was opened in the 
fall of 1866 in the basement of the Universalist Church 
in Franklin, with thirty girls and fourteen boys enrolled. 
These boys and girls were domiciled with private fami
lies in the town of Franklin until the academy building 
was ready for occupancy.

Meanwhile, in August, ground had been broken for 
the building. On May 16 of the following year the 
cornerstone was laid, and on May 28. 1868, the struc
ture was dedicated with elaborate ceremonies in which 
the entire community participated. The dedicatory 
address was made by the Reverend E. C. Bolles of 
Portland, Maine. 77i< Boston Traveler, commenting on 
the event, called Dean “A noble monument of well- 
directed denominational enterprise.”

From the frequent reference to the Academy as 
denominational, it should not he inferred that it was

Denn Instilntci*
Franklin, May 10th

Mr. Editor:—To day lias been a memorable 
one for Franklin. It has witnessed the cere
mony of laying the corner stone of the “ Dean 
Institute.” Rev. A. A. Miner, of Boston, Presi
dent of Tufts college, was the orator of the 
day. Early in the forenoon the several schools 
in town, with their respective teachers, lodge 
of Masons, recently organized here, together 
with the Selectmen, School Committee, and 
other town officers, formed in procession, and 
escorted by the Bellingham Brass Band, pro
ceeded to the depot to receive the Speaker of 
the day, the Trustees of the Institute, and other 
invited guests from Boston.

The services were opened by the singing of 
an anthem and by an invocation by the Rev. 
Mr. Hill, of South Dedham. The address of 
Mr. Miner followed, and was characteristic of 
his other public efforts. The laying of the 
corner stone was then performed, beneath which 
were placed one or two copies of the Bible, a 
photograph of Dr. Dean, the founder of the 
Institute, several copies of Universalist publi
cations, and so forth, probably never to be dis
turbed until the last great day. Benediction by 
Rev. Mr. Boyden of Woonsocket.

Reporter.
The “ Dean Institute ’’ above referred to is 

to be a first class academy. It is named in 
honor of Dr. Oliver Dean, of Franklin, who has 
donated the land and §75,000 in money. The 
building will be of brick, 220 feet long, and four 
stories high. The style of architecture is the 
Elizabethan. The total cost is estimated at 
$100,000, which sum, with gift of Dr. Dean, is to 
be made up by the public spirited citizens. The 
whole thing will be a great credit to the town 
named in honor of Benjamin Franklin.
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DEAN HALL, as envisioned by the 
architect (left) had no tower, but 
during construction (1866-68) one 
was added. A fire destroyed the 
building during the summer of 
1872, and a new and different 
tower was erected. Above: how the 
building appeared after its rededi
cation at the Commencement 
cises on June 7, 1874. The 
fell during a hurricane in
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as a school affording a sound education within the reach 
of families of moderate means, and its reputation spread 
to distant states. Its beautiful campus and commodious 
living quarters did not go unnoticed. Dean offered many 
natural attractions, not the least of which was its situa
tion in an attractive, rural, New England town.

The first Trustees’ record book indicates that in the 
early days of the school the building and dormitories 
were heated by steam and lighted by gas. Girls were 
permitted pianos in their rooms. They were carefully 
restricted in their manner and style of dress, and par
ticularly in their associations with the opposite sex. 'They 
were allowed a short time off the campus every day to 
shop in the town and to stroll with friends around the 
“V.” The “V” was the walk past Franklin High School, 
by the cemetery, around the park, and back to the school. 
In the dining room, to which all students were obliged to 
report for three meals a day, students were assigned 
tables presided over by a faculty member. Boys were 
assigned places on one side of the rectangular tables; 
girls, places on the other side. This separation also pre
vailed in the Chapel. Services were held every evening

Hl!
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I~^ESTER L. Burrington came to Dean as its principal 

in the fall of 1879. He had previously taught at Dean 
two years, and seems to have understood the type oi 
school its founders had envisioned.

He was engaged on “his own terms.” The terms arc 
not recorded, but it is safe to assume that one of them 
was the return of the school to its original status. In any 
event, it did open in 1879 as a coeducational academy.

Simplification of the curriculum was his first step 
toward the permanence which had eluded his predeces
sors. Stabilization of the faculty was his next. This was 
not easy. Nevertheless, in a short time he had gathered 
about him a group of loyal men and women in harmony 
with his educational purposes. The tenure of instructors 
greatly increased: some continued to serve for many 
years under Arthur W. Peirce, Mr. Burrington’s succes
sor in 1897. Among them was Howard R. Burrington, 
who had served the past three years as associate to his 
brother. He continued thirteen years as Mr. Peirce’s 
associate principal.

These salutary changes soon brought the school ready 
acceptance in educational circles. Dean won recognition
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ice to Dean records these achievements: a definite cur
riculum, a stable faculty, addition of the “gym”, an 
enhanced reputation as an educational institution, and 
a sound foundation for the Dean that was
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except Friday's and Saturdays. Boys were seated alpha
betically on one side; girls, on the other. In the dormi
tory, girls were housed on the south side; boys, 
north. Dean can be credited with having been 
the first schools to maintain successfully 
dormitory.

Dances were held in a large room which is now Q and 
K sufficiently large to accommodate the students. This 
room also served as a gymnasium. When alumni and 
friends returned for commencement activities, however, 
dancing took place in the dining room, now the library.

In the early years, a wooden picket fence surrounded 
what is now the Central Campus. All games were played 
in this area.

There were many more rules than there are today, and 
infractions were looked upon with dim view. For less 
serious violations, culprits were given fifty to one hun
dred turns around the campus, giving time to meditate 
upon their indiscretions or to count the pickets.

The wooden picket fence has been replaced with high 
iron pickets with tapestry brick columns located at equal 
intervals. This fence was given by classes from 1868 
through 1938, by Dean Clubs and friends of Dean. Each 
column bears the name of the donor. Over the central 
arch, the entrance to Awpie Way, is the Dean seal and 
motto, molded in cement, given by the classes of 1913 
and 1914.

A gymnasium was added to the physical plant in 1894 
for the use of both boys and girls. It was a popular 
addition put to many uses. On the first floor were bowl-

THURSDAY JUNE 27™ AT 10 A.M.
ADDRESS AT2P-NL 

f X- RECEPTION AT 4P.M .
KHir STUART CARTER ARAVCSTA X PILLSBURY.
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DEAN was represented on the baseball diamond in 1890 by this 
team, one of the better nines of the old Academy. Its opponents 
were other New England preparatory schools — Phillips Exeter 
and Andover, Mount Herman, Middlesex, Deerfield and Law
rence. Members of the team were: G. Nugent (catcher), L. B. 
Driggs (pitcher). E. P. Walker (1st base), B. Speer (2nd). 
H. J. Hill (3rd), H. G. Chase (right field), R. Butricks (cen
ter), Earl Jcncks (left), II. A. Shaw (substitute), Ben Bartlett 
(scorer) and W. G. Small (manager).

1 Hsoss *

ing alleys and behind them an office for the physical 
director. On the opposite side was a baseball cage for 
indoor practice. It also served as a handball court. The 
second floor was a spacious hall, three-fourths of which 
were used as a basketball court and a dance floor, as 
well as for classes in gymnastics. The entire hall was 
surrounded by a spectators’ gallery. It became the center 
of the social life of the Academy.

Mr. Burrington was elected to the Massachusetts 
Legislature in the fall of 1896 and resigned as principal 
at the end of the winter term.

A summation of his eighteen and a half years of serv-
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ARTHUR W. PEIRCE (1897-1934)
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with them. If service was not thus offered, they helped 
themselves from pockets where nuts were stored. It was 
necessary to blast through the ledge on which the Alumni 
Building is based. These terrific blasts scared the friendly 
squirrels away. They never returned.

A serious problem arose with the coming of World 
War I. Almost all the male teachers were young bache
lors who were soon called to the colors. Replacement 
was nearly impossible. The situation was eased by yeo
men service performed by the women of the faculty, who 
took on increased teaching assignments and assumed 
duties usually performed by male teachers.

Meantime, appreciation of the liberal arts had not 
been neglected. To encourage the habit of reading both 
for pleasure and for knowledge, an attractive room on 
the first floor of the main building was set aside as a 
general library and reading room.

In 1901, the school paper, The Dean Megaphone, had 
this to say: “Certainly no improvement in recent years 
is so marked to the eye of the residents or visitors as the 
transformation that has been taking place in the last two 
veal's in beautifying by fine pictures the halls and rooms 
of the school.” About two years before this statement 
appeared; Mr. Peirce in an address had called attention 
to the fact that “while the building had been for years

row) and Lester L. Burrington (fifth from left). That was the 
year Awpie succeeded Mr. Burrington, who resigned after 
election to the Massachusetts legislature.

TWO HEADMASTERS of Dean Academy appear in this 
picture, taken at the main entrance to Dean Hall in 1897 
They are Arthur W. Peirce (standing second from left in upper

TThUS the stage was set for what can be called the 

Peirce Era, which began in 1897 with the appointment 
of Arthur W. Peirce as principal. A native of Arlington, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Peirce was a graduate of Tufts 
College where he received the bachelor’s degree in 1882. 
Soon after his graduation, Mr. Peirce became a member 
of the faculty of Goddard Seminary in Barre, Vermont. 
He later succeeded to the principalship there. He came 
to Dean at the opening of the Spring Term in 1897. 
“Awpie,” as his initials almost inevitably,caused him to 
be nicknamed, was a kindly, generous man, apparently 
constitutionally unable to believe ill of any boy or girl. 
His faith in them engendered among young people such 
a respect and loyalty for him that any transgression by 
any student was regarded disapprovingly as a personal 
affront to “Awpie.” Examples of his paternalism were 
recited by hundreds of alumni long after their departure 
from Dean.

In October of 1901, ground was broken for a science 
building, the gift of two affluent alumnae, Miss Lydia 
P. Ray, ’72 and her sister, Miss Annie Ray, ’74, who were 
daughters of Joseph G. Ray of Franklin. He was a 
trustee of the Academy until his death. Miss Lydia sub
sequently married “Awpie,” and Miss Annie married 
Adelbert D. Thayer of Franklin.

The building, a memorial to their father by the Ray 
sisters, was dedicated at the commencement exercises in 
June, 1903. It contained laboratories for the instruction 
of Chemistry, Physics, Botany, and later. Biology. These 
were on the first floor. The ground floor was also given 
over to a small museum for the display of a notable 
collection of birds, a gift of Charles Whiting of Franklin, 
and a student at Dean in 1871 and 1872. There were 
also a number of geological specimens and a collection 
of various minerals. The top floor contained an audi
torium with one hundred fifty-two opera chairs and a 
gallery with seventy-six more. The auditorium 
designed for lectures, music recitals and plays.

During the school year 1913-1914, the building now 
known as the Alumni Building was erected. It was 
financed with gifts from alumni and friends of the 
Academy. Its main feature is a spacious room, called 
Memorial Hall, with walls of tapestry brick. After World 
War I and II, oak panels were inserted in the walls, and 
in the panels were engraved the names of Dean boys 
killed while serving in the armed forces. At the cast end 
of the room was a speaker’s platform backed by a large 
fireplace; at the opposite end, on a mezzanine, was a 
playroom containing two poo! tables. In the basement 
were a swimming pool, showers, and dressing rooms.

Excavation of the Alumni Building site had one re
grettable consequence. For years, the campus had been 
home to scores of gray squirrels. The companions of 
pupils strolling about the campus, they posed for pictures 
on the heads, shoulders, or arms of students in exchange 
for peanuts taken from the hands of whoever posed



J

1

A STUDENT’S BEDROOM IN 1899, DECORATED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STYLE OF THE PERIOD

GRADUATES OF 1899, DRESSED AS SUCH OCCASIONS DESERVED, POSE AT THEIR CLASS BANQUETj
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kept in admirable condition, there remained great oppor
tunity for that last touch of adornment that good pic
tures alone can give.”

The suggestion obtained instant favor. Alumni and 
friends contributed both money and pictures — some 
originals, others reproductions of famous paintings. In 
consequence, Dean became possessed of a collection out
standing among the preparatory schools of New England.

Nurtured by inspiring teachers, music pervaded the 
atmosphere of Dean and served to enhance among its 
students an appreciation of the best in classical and 
modern compositions. The concerts at the end of each 
term were highlights of the year, both for the pupils and 
for music lovers from surrounding towns. The offerings

Indeed, a season with “Dan” Sullivan could equip a boy 
for some of the hardest knocks that adult life can offer.

The financial depression of the early ’thirties, which 
began late in 1929, was blessedly slow in affecting the 
Academy. Soon after graduating the largest class in its 
history in 1931, however, annual enrollment began to 
diminish. As they did with the headmasters of many 
another school, the consequences of the depression 
weighed heavily on “Awpie,” and indeed may have 
hastened his end. He died suddenly of a heart attack on 
December 20, 1934.

Awpie Way, given by the alumni, had been formally 
dedicated to Mr. Peirce on commencement morning, 
June 13, 1928, with the Reverend Doctor Reignold K. 
Marvin, president of the Board of Trustees, making the

development was almost solely the work of Daniel E. 
Sullivan, ’05, physical director and coach, who came to 
the school in 1910 and for twenty-seven years led Dean 
athletic teams in a long succession of victories over not 
only academy schools but even colleges. Dean played the 
freshman teams of Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Annapo
lis, as well as many preparatory school teams.

It is more than possible that for at least fifteen years 
Dean was guilty of over-emphasis on inter-school ath
letics. It must be assumed that “Awpie” endured this 
aspect of the reputation of Dean with misgivings. “Dan” 
Sullivan would sooner have lost a finger than a football 
game, but Mr. Peirce tolerated this obsession, and, in the 
end must have found consolation in the fact that many 
of “Dan’s” athletes turned out to be estimable alumni.

of both the orchestra and the glee club received plaudits 
of discriminating audiences. Not far removed in popu
larity were the productions of the department of drama 
and speech.

Dean Academy during Mr. Peirce’s administration 
grew in many aspects. Students, attracted by its prestige, 
came from nearly all the states of the union and from 
foreign lands — South America, Western Europe, Leb
anon, Turkey, Russia, Armenia, Greece, China, Japan, 
Formosa, and islands of the Pacific. Enrollment increased 
until, in 1931, the graduating class numbered 146, the 
largest in the history of the Academy.

A notable development of Dean in that period was its 
emergence as a formidable competitor in athletics. This
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address. A bronze plaque imbedded in cement at the 
east end of the walk bears the legend: “Awpie Way. 
Dedicated in fond appreciation of Arthur W. Peirce, 
1928.” Linking the East and West campuses, this walk 
plays an important part in the lives of students and 
faculty of Dean Junior College.

During his thirty-seven years as “Head,” Mr. Peirce 
had the loyal support of an able faculty. Among those 
longest in service were Howard R. Burrington, 1890- 
1910, associate principal and Goddard Professor of 
Mathematics; Cora F. Adams (the unforgettable “Sap
pho”), 1888-1932, instructor in French and German; 
Alice Morton, 1900-1925, instructor in vocal music: Sara 
A. Hamlin, 1883-1917. preceptress and instructor in 
Literature and History; M. Eloise Pinkham, 1918-1937, 
instructor in Home Economics; J. Dudley Hall, 1901- 
1929 and Edith L. Winn. 1900-1906, 1912-1933, both 
instructors in Music; Helene Edwards, 1901-1944. book
keeper and instructor in Shorthand and Typewriting; 
Mina Harrison Bourret, 1920-1936, Dean of Girls and 
instructor in Speech and Dramatics.

The eleven years following the death of Mr. Peirce 
were probably the most crucial since the early days of 
the school. It is fortunate that Alexander C. Ewen, ’99, 
who had assisted “Awpie” since 1906, was qualified to 
become its leader. A loyal, outstanding faculty and staff 
strove successfully to mitigate the loss of Arthur W. 
Peirce.

A PIONEER WOMAN GOLFER

ALEXANDER C. EWEN, forty years a teacher (and for some 
years athletic coach), twice .assumed leadership: on the 
death of Mr. Peirce and again on the retirement of Mr. Wallace.

CIVIL WAR VETERANS WERE AMONG PARTICIPANTS IN THE VICTORY PAGEANT PRESENTED IN 1919 

12
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BELOW: “OFF BOUNDS” MISCHIEF IN 1912
“THE THING" FOR WINTER SPORTS IN 1906

HERE. THE PROPER DOMESTIC SCIENCE COSTUME, CIRCA 1920

GRACE LORING, 1906CHEERS GREETED THE CHEERLEADERS OF 1955
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CLARA EATON OF 
THE CLASS OF 
1869 — A BEAUTY 
IN ANY YEAR

4.
■-/

1902 STYLES: FOR SUMMER (ABOVE), WINTER (BELOW)

A FETCHING POSE, STRUCK BY THE GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM WHICH REPRESENTED DEAN IN 1907



ENTRANCE TO AWPIE WAY, SO NAMED IN MEMORY OF “AWPIE" (A. W. PEIRCE) THE ALUMNI BUILDING, DEDICATED IN 1914 THE RAY SCIENCE BUILDING, GIFT OF THE MISSES LYDIA AND ANNIE RAY
16
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THE EVENING BULLETIN-PHILADE1PHIA’, SATURDAY OCTOBER 2 1. I9U.

DEAN ACADEMY MAKING ITS TOUCHDOWN AGAINST THE U. OF P. FRESHMEN
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NE ON FRANKLIN FIELD TO-DAY WHEN PENN FIRST YEARMEN LOST 6-0
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DEAN FOOTBALL TEAMS, coached by the formidable “Dan” Sullivan, were 
several times champions among preparatory schools of the east. They also 
played the freshman and second teams of several colleges and universities.

1 p Z-~X T" | ^T) /V T T (Above,f “The Philadelphia Bulletin” records Dean’s defeat of the freshman
JL JL Zw 1 J .1 J (below), seve ral of whom became captains of college teams: Bjorkman (Dart

mouth All American), Barnes and Dean (Colgate), Thibodeau (Hobart) and 
McBay (Maine.) Other stars of this team were Kcady (University of Pennsyl
vania), O’Connell and Elbery (both of Boston College).
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EARLE S. WALLACE (1935-1946)

RALLY ON THE CAMPUS IN 1918 TO SELL VICTORY BONDS

WORLD WAR ONE

MEMORIAL TO MEN OF WORLD
20 21
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building. Fortunately, no one inside was injured.
In the beginning, a few Junior College women students 

were residents in Peirce House, the home of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. Peirce, which they had bequeathed to the 
school. The men were accommodated in the so-called 
“New Building,’’ which is the Alumni Building. Frustra- 
trations were many. The presence of the older college 
group, with its greater privileges, bred discontent among 
the Academy students. Then World War II was de
clared. The. following day. a dozen boys left to enlist in 
the U.S. Marines (four of them were among the first to 
give their lives in the conflict). Within a month a num
ber of students had left. Then food rationing was estab
lished. There followed a necessary curtailment of social 
activities.

The picture was an entirely new one. The entire 
registration of boys (less than thirty) lived in the Alumni

TJL O succeed Mr. Peirce, the I rustees appointed Earle 
Sessions Wallace, ’05, who began his assignment in the 
summer of 1935. A Dean and Tufts graduate, long 
associated in educational circles in California, he came to 
Dean with progressive ideas and an enthusiasm for the 
institution known as the junior college. This concept was 
not accepted readily in New England. It constituted a 
.drastic change from‘the conventions of the four-year 
college. With small encouragement, Mr. Wallace per
sisted in his ideals and. almost single-handed, though 
commended by the Trustees, obtained a charter from 
the Massachusetts Legislature in May, 1941. authorizing 
the establishment of Dean Junior College.

In September, 1938, a hurricane caused considerable 
damage to many of the giant elm trees on the campus 
and to the Blue spruce trees along Awpie Way. The old 
familiar landmark, the tower, was also toppled from theDEAN’S service flag in 1918 bore 375 FIRST Dean man to give his 

stars, representing men in the service. the war was Harold Crehan Barrett.
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A NEWSWORTHY TRANSITION WAS ANNOUNCED IN 1941, DEAN’S SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY YEAR
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Building. The other dormitories in Dean Hall, usually 
divided into “the girls side” and “the boys side,” were 
occupied by an overflow of girls. In 1943, the residence 
of the late Charles A. Whiting was purchased for a 
“practice home” for the Home Economics students. The 
Trustees had acquired the former Boston YWCA School 
of Domestic Science and engaged several of its staff. In 
September, 1944, Thayer House, former residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Adelbert D. Thayer, obtained by bequest 
and purchased following the death of Mrs. Thayer, was 
opened to students. Both houses were filled to capacity 
with all Junior College women.

Competition for male students was keen, with schools 
fighting for survival. Four-year colleges and universities, 
their rosters depleted, lowered their standards and ac
cepted students who, ordinarily, might have spent at 
least one year in a preparatory school. The financial 
situation in many schools was acute.

Mounting pressure had a severe effect on Mr. Wallace, 
who in April, 1945, suffered a severe heart attack. He 
made a remarkable recover)', but because of his impair
ment, he resigned and returned to California, where he 
died May 31, 1960.

For the second time, Mr. Ewen (fondly nicknamed

"Buck”) became the head of Dean, serving the Academy 
and the College for the remainder of 1945 and the school 
year 1945-1946. He then resigned, ending a long and 
useful sendee to Dean. He had been graduated from the 
school in 1899 and had been a coach and teacher for 
forty years. He and Mr. Wallace saw their portraits 
unveiled in the Manin Chapel in June, 1959. on the 
occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of Mr. Ewen’s asso
ciation with the school.

Mr. Ewen was also present when one of the new 
dormitories was named for him in June. 1963. Another 
was named for Mr. Wallace, although too late for his 
appreciation. He had lived long enough, however, to see 
Dean a flourishing junior college — his dream fulfilled.

Mr. Ewen and Mr. Wallace were fortunate in having 
had the industrious support of faculty and staff. The 
list is headed, in terms of service, by Maurice A. Morin, 
1927-1944, instructor in Spanish and French: Florence 
E. Bailey, 1925-1947, Dean of Girls and instructor in 
Speech and Dramatics: Alice E. Ward. 1934-1951. Assis
tant Dean of Girls and instructor in Mathematics; Sarah 
E. Gray, 1927-1947, instructor in Latin and Spanish; 
and Howard A. Lincoln, 1930-1948, instructor in 
English.Mr

THE STUDENT CENTER, opened in 
1962, contains dining hall, lounge and 
varied recreation facilities.

IE CROSS atop tower of Dean Hall 
ugust, 1938. It had been there 66 years, 
lat its 1,200 pounds of cast iron might

luence above, a jim pole ma) 
second picture the cross, de- 
third, it lies on the roof.

ST. GEORGE, a gift of the Class of 
1907, who has been appearing and disap
pearing through generations of Deanites.

prompted its removal. In the seqt 
be seen above the cross. In the ! 
tached, is swinging clear. In the t
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ILLIAM Chadwick Garner succeeded Mr. Wal
lace to the presidency and headmastership of Dean in 
July, 1946. Mr. Garner, a native of Belmont, Massa
chusetts, was graduated from Tufts University where 
he earned the bachelor’s and master’s degrees. He has 
also done graduate work at the University of Chicago, 
Boston University, and Harvard University where he has 
completed the course requirements for the doctoral de
gree. Before coming to Dean, President Garner had 
wide experience in several high schools in Vermont as a 
teacher of Mathematics and Science, as Guidance Direc
tor, and subsequently as Principal. He also served as a 
naval lieutenant during World War II.

Dean, consisting now of two separate schools under 
one administrative head, with one faculty and with the 
same physical plant, presented numerous problems, 
coeducational Academy, in existence since 1865, 
fully accredited; the Junior College, all women, 

accredited. The 
essentially preparation for a four-year 

university; the Junior College was funda
mentally terminal preparation in vocational training. 
Unfortunately, instead of being mutually advantageous 
to and complementing the other, functioning concomi
tantly, each school worked as a deterrent to the other, 
being obliged to operate with too widely divergent 
objectives for obtaining optimum efficiency.

BROKEN in a snowstorm in 
.... new gymnasium. The ground- 
(from left): Allen Davidson, ’59, 
Joseph W. Martin, Jr., President

Instead of complacently accepting this incongruous 
situation, aggravated by small enrollments in both 
schools, a small faculty, limited plant facilities, and a 
smaller budget, President Gamer immediately proceeded 
to study the situation. Along with the multifarious duties 
a college president normally has to face, he was con
fronted not only with the alarming question of the sur
vival of Dean but also with the question of the form this 
survival should take.

In June, 1948, a preliminary report was presented to 
the Board of Trustees followed by a detailed annual 
report in June, 1949. These reports were studies of 
almost three years’ duration with meetings of various 
committees of the Dean faculty, of Dean administrative 
personnel, and of the Executive Committee of the Board 
of Trustees. At this time, President Garner presented 
concrete recommendations to the Trustees for the solu
tion of the salient problems. These recommendations 
were accepted. Included in the recommendations was 
the request for the formation of a definite policy and 
goal in a long-range planning program for the future 
growth and development of Dean and the elimination of 
the ninth and tenth grades of the Academy, since these 
two grades particularly had shown a steady diminution 
over the past fifty years. The eleventh and twelfth grades 
were retained as a unit of the thirteenth and fourteenth 
years of the Junior College. Although unique in the 
eastern part of the United States, this type of organiza
tion was viable and filled the needs of an appreciable 
number of students.

Actually, many of the Academy alumni were antipa
thetic to the junior college movement; some had am
bivalent feelings; some were simply tolerant: but many 
were aware of the educational trend and fully approved 
of the timely change. Although opinion was divided as 
to the wisdom of the course of action, time has proved 
that the move was a sagacious one.

The four-year junior college program remained in 
effect until 1955, when the eleventh year was discon
tinued. The total enrollment at this time was 275, while 
the resident enrollment of the Academy was only 78. 
President Garner stated in his report of 1955 that the 
“facts and figures indicate quite definitely that the future 
of Dean lies on the junior college level.” He asked in 
his report of June, 1956, that concentration be devoted 
exclusively to the thirteenth and fourteenth grades. In 
June, 1957, the last class of Dean Academy- all boys— 
was graduated, and Dean opened in September of that 
year to capacity enrollment of men and women students 
on the junior college level.

In March. 1957, Dean, having been thoroughly in
spected by an evaluation committee of the New England 
Association of Colleges' and Secondary Schools, was 
recommended for acceptance by the Association: and an 
announcement of full accreditation of Dean was made 
in December. 1957. The Academy was preparation for
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BELOW: NEW WOMEN’S DORMITORY, AS YET UNNAMED
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i ceremonies, 1

W. Martin, Junior, a Trustee and fc 
States House of Representatives; Mi

“BESS” WALSH, who first served 
tary, then as alumni sect 
in 1961 after more than

WALLACE HALL, a men’s dormitory (right), was 
named for the late Earle Sessions Wallace. Mrs. Wallace 
was present at the dedication ceremonies, held in 1963.

‘N HALL, a dormitory for men, 
lay Ewen, more familiarly knov 
Ewen, on the dedication ...

a four-year college course; the Junior College was an 
answer to the growing demands for education beyond 
the academy level—demands not being adequately met 
by colleges during the war. Dean now had two pro
grams, each with its own objectives. Since 1958 transfer 
students from Dean have earned bachelors, masters, and 
doctoral degrees. Consonant with the trend of the times, 
Dean has strengthened her academic offerings by in
creasing her liberal arts program and eliminating much 
proliferation in vocational courses. Today, the programs 
of study are entirely those of transfer.

Enrollment has increased steadily from 465 in 1958 to 
899 in 1964. In accordance with his philosophy that 
“guidance begins with the attitude of each faculty mem
ber to each student,” President Garner has kept the 
faculty-student ratio of one teacher for every fifteen 
students.

Coordinated with the program of studies, to serve the 
students in the best possible way, have been the addition 
of a large number of illustrious speakers lecturing on 
current topics, the chamber music concerts by members 
of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, and the Community 
Concerts sponsored jointly by Dean and the Town of 
Franklin. With the changes in the academic structure 
and the increased enrollment, Dean has been able also to 
implement and maintain an extensive program of cam
pus activities managed primarily by the students.

Dean as Mr. Peirce’s secre- 
:retary, was honored on her retirement 
40 years. Here, from left to right, are

of Trustees; Joseph 
former Speaker of the United 
[iss Walsh; President Garner.

Mom

i, was opened in 1962. It was named 
ly known as “Buck.” In the right-hand ] 
day in 1963, pose beside the plaque which 1

]VIeANWHILE the comprehensive building program 

has been in progress.
The first innovation occurred in 1947 when the Ray 

Building was remodeled to become the Junior College 
dining room. Since then, the building has been used 
successfully as laboratory space for Home Economics 
classes until the termination of that course in 1958; as 
classrooms for the Art and Architecture students; and 
now as classrooms for the Business Administration stu
dents.

In 1948, because more classroom space was of the 
utmost exigency, the Ray Science Building, constructed 
in 1901, was remodeled on the interior, yielding seven 
classrooms and laboratories.

Previously, the President, in his annual report to the 
Board of 'Trustees had given cogent reasons for the con
struction of a new gymnasium. The first one, built in 
1894, had long been inadequate. In his annual report of 
1949, he asked the Executive Committee of the Board 
to meet with him to formulate plans for the raising of 
funds for the construction of a new gymnasium. Ten 
years later, at an impressive combined assembly of all 
faculty and students in the Marvin Chapel on March 
5, 1958, lie announced that plans were under way for 
the construction of a new gymnasium. On March 15, in 
snow and ice, a ground-breaking ceremony took place 
with the Honorable Joseph W. Martin, Jr., Speaker of 
the House of Representatives of the United States and a
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Cantlay Ewen and Earle Sessions Wallace. A new wo
men’s dormitory, accommodating 106 women students, 
was completed in September, 1962. The basement of 
Dean Hall, formerly a storage section on the south wing, 
was remodeled in 1952 to become business and financial 
offices.

In September. 1962, the Student Center, with a dining 
room capacity of 400, was completed and the library 
moved to the former dining hall area in Dean Hall. In 
March, 1964, a combination of student recreation center
snack bar was opened in the Student Center, and in 
September, a student lounge on the ground floor. New 
tennis courts on the West Campus athletic field were 
completed in the summer of 1964.

A suite of offices for the President, completed in 
February, 1963, is located on the second floor of Dean 
Hall. It includes a board room, a secretary’s office, and 
the President’s private office. 'These handsome rooms 
add further grace to the atmosphere of Dean Hail. The 
area outside the President’s office has been carpeted, and 
the collection of letters and pictures of the presidents of
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Dlrlb of the Alumni Association have 
included the campus lights. Seen here 
are President Garner and “Bess” Walsh.

Trustee of Dean, giving the address. The building was 
completed and dedicatory exercises held on Homecoming 
Weekend, Friday, October 17, 1958. The gymnasium 
was the first in the Master Plan of the development 
program of Dean and to date has served well not only 
as a men’s gymnasium but also as a place for assemblies, 
convocations, commencement exercises, and Franklin 
Town Meetings.

The large two-family house on 143 Emmons Street, 
bought in 1949, afforded space for a time as faculty 
residence but since has been converted to an infirmary.

In 1950, the Peirce Building was rebuilt, and the 
recreation center, snack bar area, post office, and book
store — all of these indispensable to the college cam
pus — were located there. This building was again re
modeled in 1964 to give adequate space for the College 
Post Office, bookstore, and one large classroom.

The Thayer building, remodeled in 1960, provides 
three modern classrooms for the secretarial students. 
Chapman House and Mitchell House were acquired in 
1957; Senter House, in 1959; and all were renovated for 
occupancy by women students. Burrington House, bought 
in 1959, was first used to accommodate the overflow of 
men students but in 1960 was converted for use of 
women students. The Orestes T. Doe property on School 
Street, purchased in 1959, and remodeled on the interior, 
provides a handsome and dignified home for the Presi
dent and his family. A house, acquired for the Dean of 
Women in 1960, is located on Emmons Street: and one 
for the Dean of Men, acquired in 1964, is located on 
School Street.

In June, 1961, ground was broken for a new dormitory 
(to accommodate ninety men students), and was com
pleted in September of that year. This was the first 
building of the proposed quadrangle located on the East 
Campus. Two more were completed in 1962, accommo
dating 190 students. The first two buildings were for
mally dedicated on Saturday, May 18. 1963 and named 
Ewen Hall and Wallace Hall, in honor of Alexander
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A CONVIVIAL CORNER of the r 
dent Center is the snack bar, served

et Fideli Nihil Difficile. The future can hold 
no more difficulties than the past. They will be solved, 
as they have been for a century, by courage and faith.

the United States have been remounted and handsomely 
reset in electrically lighted glass cases around the walls.

At the commencement exercises in June, 1958, a por
trait of President Garner by Charles Kerins was unveiled 
— a gift of the Class of 1958, as an indication of their 
admiration and esteem. It hangs in the Marvin Chapel. 
Since then portraits have been commissioned to honor 
Dean headmasters and presidents of the past. They are 
also placed in Marvin Chapel.

As head administrator of Dean for twenty years, Pres
ident Gamer has enlarged and made beneficial changes 
in the physical plant and in the educational and admin
istrative organization of Dean. As the College increased 
in size and became financially stable, the following de
partments were added: Comptroller, Director of the 
Physical Plant, Director of Public Relations, and Director 
of Development'—all duties formerly performed by the 
President. The Board of Trustees was asked in 1948 to 
work on a retirement plan for members of the faculty 
and staff and, as a result, a complete and generous plan 
went into operation in June, 1964.

A man of vision, President Garner — versatile, pers
picacious and efficient — has guided Dean with the help 
of the able Board of Trustees supported by such chair
men of foresight as Victor A. Friend, Sturgis G. Rice 
and Louis A. R. Pieri; with the help of a loyal body of 
alumni; and with the devoted help of longtime faculty 
and staff.

Several faculty and staff members have served for 
fifteen years and more. Among them are: A. Elizabeth 
Walsh (the “Bess” beloved by alumni), 1918-1961, Mr. 
Peirce’s secretary, President Wallace’s and President 
Garner’s secretary, later Alumni Secretary; Mrs. Ada 
Leissing, 1919-1955, instructor in Art and Mechanical 
Drawing; Joseph E. Bourret, 1926-1959, dean of boys 
and instructor in History; Marjorie Plumb, 1945-1960, 
instructor in Physical Education for Women; the Rever
end Trueman J. Menadue, 1946-1964, instructor in 
Philosophy and Ethics, and chaplain; E. Frances Harry, 
1948-, instructor in the Secretarial Sciences; M. Ken
neth Henderson, 1950-, chairman of the Business Ad
ministration department and instructor in Accounting; 
Paul M. Moulton, 1951-, instructor in Chemistry and 
Physics; Augustus F. Jones, 1928-, instructor in Biology, 
the Sociological Sciences, and former dean of men; Grant 
F. Longley, 1938-1941, 1941-1964, instructor and chair
man of the Physical Education department and athletic 
director; and Dean Pauline Frances Baxa, 1939-, dean 
of women, instructor in French and Spanish, and director 
of traditional events.

THE GRAND STAIRCASE of T * "" ’ '
Dcanites almost a hundred years. In this picture it becomes 
scene in a Yuletide pageant presented by students in 1957.

Augustus Freeman Jones given recognition at 
Commencement for thirty-five years’ service.

Dean Pauline Frances Baxa and Grant Fair
banks Longley given recognition at Commence
ment for twenty-five years’ service.

1965 One hundredth anniversary.

swimming pool com-

opened for women. Two 
s, part of proposed quad- 
. New Student Center, with 

ipleted.

Privilege of awarding Associate in Arts and 
Associate in Science degrees obtained from 
legislature. The Blue Spruce, first College 
year book. Whiting House added for Home 
Economics House. Boston YWCA School of 
Domestic Science becomes part of College.

1944 Thayer House added for women’s residence.
Eight Associate degrees awarded for first time. 
Addition of Ray property for women’s resi
dence. President Wallace resigns because of ill 
health. Mr. Ewen takes charge.
William Chadwick Garner becomes President 
and Headmaster.

1947 Ray Building converted into dining hall.

Women’s athletic field constructed. Ray 
Science Building remodeled. First Homecom
ing Day, October 23.

House on Emmons Street bought for faculty 
residence, later converted and used as in
firmary. Alumni office established with A. 
Elizabeth Walsh as Alumni Secretary.

1950 Dean becomes a four-year junior college. 
Ninth and tenth grades dropped. Peirce Barn 
converted to Student Center. Pauline Frances 
Baxa appointed Dean of Women.

1954 Home Economics laboratories in Ray Building 
converted to Practical Arts Building.

Trustees vote to retain corporate title of Dean 
Academy and Junior College, but to admit 
only at junior college level beginning Septem
ber, 1957.

1957 College accredited in December by New Eng
land Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Chapman and Mitchell houses 
acquired for women’s residence.

1958 Ground broken for new gymnasium in March, 
completed in October, and dedicatory exer
cises held.
Acquisition of Burrington House for men’s 
residence; and Senter House for housing 
women. First issue of The Echo, College 
newspaper.
Death of Former President Wallace in Cali
fornia. Burrington House renovated to accom
modate women. Ground broken for men s 
dormitory.

New Dormitory < 
men’s dormitories, 
rangle, completed, 
dining hall, comp!* 
Dedication of two men’s dormitories, Ewen 
Hall and Wallace Hall.

Augustus Freeman Jones give

Oliver Dean bom, South Franklin, February 
18.

1864 At annual session of Massachusetts Universal- 
ist Convention, Worcester, Massachusetts, 
A. A. Miner, President of Tufts College, pro
poses a “state denominational school which 
should be of the highest grade below that of 
college.”
Dean Academy incorporated and charter 
approved by the Massachusetts legislature.

1866 Ground broken for first building. School be
gins October 1 in Universalist Church base
ment with 44 students (14 boys and 30 girls). 
Timothy G. Senter, first Principal.

Cornerstone laid, May 16.
Building finished and dedicated. First Com
mencement.

1869 First Founders’ Day, February 18.

The Reverend J. R. Weston appointed Prin
cipal.

1872 Building destroyed by fire.

1874 Dedication of present building.

1878 Academy, for two years, becomes “a young 
ladies’ institution” with Miss H. M. Parkhurst 
Acting Principal.

1879 Lester L. Burrington appointed Principal.

1894 Gymnasium built.

1897 Arthur Winslow Peirce appointed Headmaster.

1901 First Dean Megaphone published. Ray Science 
Building given by Miss Lydia P. Ray, ’“’n '
Miss Annie Ray, ’74, as a memorial 
father, Joseph G. Ray.

1914 Alumni Building and 
pleted.
Fiftieth anniversary of Academy observed, 
with ex-President William Howard Taft as 
speaker.
First issue of Dean Peronic, year book, pub
lished.

1921 Publication of first Awpie, year book.

1928 Awpie Way given by Alumni.
Headmaster Peirce dies, December 20. after 
sereice from 1897-1934. Alexander Cantlay 
Ewen, Dean ’99, appointed Acting Head- 
master.
Earl Sessions Wallace becomes Headmaster.
Hurricane toppes tower of Dean Hall.
Massachusetts legislature grants charter foi 
Dean Junior College. Mr. Wallace becomes 
first President.

First College commencement. Women accom
modated in Peirce House.
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(jf RATEFUL acknowledgement 

and deep appreciation go to Alexan
der Cantlay Ewen, to A. Elizabeth 
Walsh and to Dean Pauline Frances 
Baxa for their invaluable contribu
tions to this history. Without their 
dedicated efforts, it would have been 
difficult to achieve. Thanks for its 
pre paralion arc also owed James W. 
Fox, Augustus F. Jones, George 
Malcolm-Smith and Ray E. Par
menter. Alumni who contributed 
memorabilia include Mrs. Mabel 
(Pilsbury) Bunce ’04, Mrs. Lorraine 
(Cushman) Clifford ’05, Mrs. Eloise 
(Stedman) Myers ’09, Mrs. Luella 
(Ames) Newcomb ’07, Mrs. Janet 
(Wallace) Pennycock ’41, Seaver M. 
Rice ’12, Mrs. Marion (Whiting) 
Russell ’10, Mrs. Dorothy (Cleave
land) Salisbury ’08, Miss Helen L. 
Smith ’15, Mrs. Ruth (Howe) 
Smith ’ll and James Williams ’10.
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