
Classification of Humans Background 

I. Classification of humans as a species 

a. Victorian era classification 

b. Binomial nomenclature and species relationships established by Carl Linneaus 

and still in use today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

II. Classification within human species: 

a. by what criteria? 

i. this has been discussed in lecture and lecture readings 

ii. skin color, external genitals/secondary sex characteristics, eye shape 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Do all humans share a common evolutionary origin? – Enlightenment era debate (e.g., 

Johann Friedrich Blumenbach): monogenism vs. polygenism  

a. monogenism: YES.  

i. races are all the same species 

b. polygenism: NO. 

i. races are different species with little to no evolutionary link 

 

IV. So, what? 

a.  What happens when we classify life forms?  

b. Look at all these classification and evolutionary trees – what common features do 

you observe?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


